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The Rocky Mountains were
symbols of American greatness.
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In the summer of 1776, just a few weeks after the Thirteen

Colonies had declared their independence, George

)

JC)

Washington was in New York, preparing for the first and

biggest fight of the Revolutionary War. His army was about

to face more than 30,000 British troops — the largest

enemy fleet ever to reach American shores. He inspected

fortifications, monitored British movements on Staten

Island, and rallied his men. But, on 19 August, as New York

braced itself for battle, Washington put aside his military

maps and turned his attention to Mount Vernon, his

plantation in Virginia.

https://unherd.com/2026/06/size-mattered-for-the-founding-fathers/

Page 10of 8


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ct3Fm8ixCasSqDpik2fcP1rSQ6QehvfX_hwGq8c7iohWwkB8QASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCqABjpDcsSjIAQngAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT4Ak_QA12WLIFRQcG8eS3FQgdMuEUvG3UQ70fo-CG_kIfB_OeOQja6ZaDe_OrjOEBk4VsfTuPHA1b9CN9im07DBzzKNlQCYfdmnH-82_zaGiap6CYq4LRaDTka5Rz9HWVkkiPc3WBpOeru5M2bc4EHYGcYnT_JgFtOtbDvrZTWw0W0du1z6YMxojpLcXObD1kTPE_qeiU6nSq4L5D5qEg6_yIHLoQJKkVv9Ns89hO0aLJRqu0cUu6samg_vFT7Cue4BrLmnMcRQIHuGo6jB-TsCLkUzsOmGdMUz-AKXx98BK8aeid5M1yAfZkJuQoNodPVOYpnqfBPsYmBgmxBnL1PoMpyHnt9LhXEm9CJDGXFWYrLgMYYmZ0EW2tzVdBKiAIHCyVysKz_lOx24pxYnfltmmQ4Ezxxbu9-MLRCMZl1W0v5ukQA7_4gEDkm3YDB3yyROD1m-PqynSwbMrnb5QyaKz5RHC7FZxpK6olTRFpHPs_mFNYyeZvvml_ABKO1sLfFBeAEAYgFxuXd-FagBi6AB-OJzSKoB6fMsQKoB-LYsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQKoB8LIsQLYBwDSCDYIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgiqgoCAgICACDoQgMADgICEgICUruADqIeAEEi9_cE6WKmmypKErJUDYAGaCTVodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ludGwvZW5fdWsvY2hyb21lL2RyL2Rvd25sb2FkL7EJTSXNCp4kARWACgPICwHgCwGADAGiDCViFwoVY29tLmdvb2dsZS5jaHJvbWUuaW9zagIKAHgBiAEBkAEBqg0CR0LIDQHiDRMIo4zLkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR96g0TCNiRzJKErJUDFRhS9ggdVhokfYgO____________AbgT5APYEwyIFAHQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAcC01QRIKOTcyMjA1OTY3NBgBshgJEgLeaBguIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBL8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvMkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR9EAEYASAAEgI5RvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSywEAEQoqgcUexQ2weNyFLq-PvVUKgUIjdaSELIfh9sITJrilg_NlOvATL-ZQgoFShyNbuTgWXeR1izWoUNrP1v8uu2KSuCqJLlwM2mFwz9Xq6CFi4OWN4gGm_Rxw9fLfAgY_vxYmU5j_-k1rxoGguGaGw3DG9s4kl6-ZcQMHzZWl5xaRfgyCdUdzjJR-852DydcFwcn0IDNo5y_9sgz3nnlGsYZyTfknajpRpj3-2d2CWwzO0DMCruoxXwPQjPWxgYLH26fgRDyZY_EtJxgB&sig=AOD64_3Pk66lFmmlCuCYjvz1RYAzEEovJw&client=ca-pub-5705527037882298&rf=1&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5295.5087813DEMANDGEN/B34618049.435739224%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D628518597%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D246757563%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%24%7BGDPR%7D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%24%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1%3Bdc_pubid%3D8%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23338644166
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ct3Fm8ixCasSqDpik2fcP1rSQ6QehvfX_hwGq8c7iohWwkB8QASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCqABjpDcsSjIAQngAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT4Ak_QA12WLIFRQcG8eS3FQgdMuEUvG3UQ70fo-CG_kIfB_OeOQja6ZaDe_OrjOEBk4VsfTuPHA1b9CN9im07DBzzKNlQCYfdmnH-82_zaGiap6CYq4LRaDTka5Rz9HWVkkiPc3WBpOeru5M2bc4EHYGcYnT_JgFtOtbDvrZTWw0W0du1z6YMxojpLcXObD1kTPE_qeiU6nSq4L5D5qEg6_yIHLoQJKkVv9Ns89hO0aLJRqu0cUu6samg_vFT7Cue4BrLmnMcRQIHuGo6jB-TsCLkUzsOmGdMUz-AKXx98BK8aeid5M1yAfZkJuQoNodPVOYpnqfBPsYmBgmxBnL1PoMpyHnt9LhXEm9CJDGXFWYrLgMYYmZ0EW2tzVdBKiAIHCyVysKz_lOx24pxYnfltmmQ4Ezxxbu9-MLRCMZl1W0v5ukQA7_4gEDkm3YDB3yyROD1m-PqynSwbMrnb5QyaKz5RHC7FZxpK6olTRFpHPs_mFNYyeZvvml_ABKO1sLfFBeAEAYgFxuXd-FagBi6AB-OJzSKoB6fMsQKoB-LYsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQKoB8LIsQLYBwDSCDYIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgiqgoCAgICACDoQgMADgICEgICUruADqIeAEEi9_cE6WKmmypKErJUDYAGaCTVodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ludGwvZW5fdWsvY2hyb21lL2RyL2Rvd25sb2FkL7EJTSXNCp4kARWACgPICwHgCwGADAGiDCViFwoVY29tLmdvb2dsZS5jaHJvbWUuaW9zagIKAHgBiAEBkAEBqg0CR0LIDQHiDRMIo4zLkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR96g0TCNiRzJKErJUDFRhS9ggdVhokfYgO____________AbgT5APYEwyIFAHQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAcC01QRIKOTcyMjA1OTY3NBgBshgJEgLeaBguIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBL8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvMkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR9EAEYASAAEgI5RvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSywEAEQoqgcUexQ2weNyFLq-PvVUKgUIjdaSELIfh9sITJrilg_NlOvATL-ZQgoFShyNbuTgWXeR1izWoUNrP1v8uu2KSuCqJLlwM2mFwz9Xq6CFi4OWN4gGm_Rxw9fLfAgY_vxYmU5j_-k1rxoGguGaGw3DG9s4kl6-ZcQMHzZWl5xaRfgyCdUdzjJR-852DydcFwcn0IDNo5y_9sgz3nnlGsYZyTfknajpRpj3-2d2CWwzO0DMCruoxXwPQjPWxgYLH26fgRDyZY_EtJxgB&sig=AOD64_3Pk66lFmmlCuCYjvz1RYAzEEovJw&client=ca-pub-5705527037882298&rf=1&nb=0&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5295.5087813DEMANDGEN/B34618049.435739224%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D628518597%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D246757563%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%24%7BGDPR%7D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%24%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1%3Bdc_pubid%3D8%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23338644166
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ct3Fm8ixCasSqDpik2fcP1rSQ6QehvfX_hwGq8c7iohWwkB8QASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCqABjpDcsSjIAQngAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT4Ak_QA12WLIFRQcG8eS3FQgdMuEUvG3UQ70fo-CG_kIfB_OeOQja6ZaDe_OrjOEBk4VsfTuPHA1b9CN9im07DBzzKNlQCYfdmnH-82_zaGiap6CYq4LRaDTka5Rz9HWVkkiPc3WBpOeru5M2bc4EHYGcYnT_JgFtOtbDvrZTWw0W0du1z6YMxojpLcXObD1kTPE_qeiU6nSq4L5D5qEg6_yIHLoQJKkVv9Ns89hO0aLJRqu0cUu6samg_vFT7Cue4BrLmnMcRQIHuGo6jB-TsCLkUzsOmGdMUz-AKXx98BK8aeid5M1yAfZkJuQoNodPVOYpnqfBPsYmBgmxBnL1PoMpyHnt9LhXEm9CJDGXFWYrLgMYYmZ0EW2tzVdBKiAIHCyVysKz_lOx24pxYnfltmmQ4Ezxxbu9-MLRCMZl1W0v5ukQA7_4gEDkm3YDB3yyROD1m-PqynSwbMrnb5QyaKz5RHC7FZxpK6olTRFpHPs_mFNYyeZvvml_ABKO1sLfFBeAEAYgFxuXd-FagBi6AB-OJzSKoB6fMsQKoB-LYsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQKoB8LIsQLYBwDSCDYIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgiqgoCAgICACDoQgMADgICEgICUruADqIeAEEi9_cE6WKmmypKErJUDYAGaCTVodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ludGwvZW5fdWsvY2hyb21lL2RyL2Rvd25sb2FkL7EJTSXNCp4kARWACgPICwHgCwGADAGiDCViFwoVY29tLmdvb2dsZS5jaHJvbWUuaW9zagIKAHgBiAEBkAEBqg0CR0LIDQHiDRMIo4zLkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR96g0TCNiRzJKErJUDFRhS9ggdVhokfYgO____________AbgT5APYEwyIFAHQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAcC01QRIKOTcyMjA1OTY3NBgBshgJEgLeaBguIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBL8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvMkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR9EAEYASAAEgI5RvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSywEAEQoqgcUexQ2weNyFLq-PvVUKgUIjdaSELIfh9sITJrilg_NlOvATL-ZQgoFShyNbuTgWXeR1izWoUNrP1v8uu2KSuCqJLlwM2mFwz9Xq6CFi4OWN4gGm_Rxw9fLfAgY_vxYmU5j_-k1rxoGguGaGw3DG9s4kl6-ZcQMHzZWl5xaRfgyCdUdzjJR-852DydcFwcn0IDNo5y_9sgz3nnlGsYZyTfknajpRpj3-2d2CWwzO0DMCruoxXwPQjPWxgYLH26fgRDyZY_EtJxgB&sig=AOD64_3Pk66lFmmlCuCYjvz1RYAzEEovJw&client=ca-pub-5705527037882298&rf=1&nb=7&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5295.5087813DEMANDGEN/B34618049.435739224%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D628518597%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D246757563%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%24%7BGDPR%7D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%24%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1%3Bdc_pubid%3D8%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23338644166
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ct3Fm8ixCasSqDpik2fcP1rSQ6QehvfX_hwGq8c7iohWwkB8QASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCqABjpDcsSjIAQngAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT4Ak_QA12WLIFRQcG8eS3FQgdMuEUvG3UQ70fo-CG_kIfB_OeOQja6ZaDe_OrjOEBk4VsfTuPHA1b9CN9im07DBzzKNlQCYfdmnH-82_zaGiap6CYq4LRaDTka5Rz9HWVkkiPc3WBpOeru5M2bc4EHYGcYnT_JgFtOtbDvrZTWw0W0du1z6YMxojpLcXObD1kTPE_qeiU6nSq4L5D5qEg6_yIHLoQJKkVv9Ns89hO0aLJRqu0cUu6samg_vFT7Cue4BrLmnMcRQIHuGo6jB-TsCLkUzsOmGdMUz-AKXx98BK8aeid5M1yAfZkJuQoNodPVOYpnqfBPsYmBgmxBnL1PoMpyHnt9LhXEm9CJDGXFWYrLgMYYmZ0EW2tzVdBKiAIHCyVysKz_lOx24pxYnfltmmQ4Ezxxbu9-MLRCMZl1W0v5ukQA7_4gEDkm3YDB3yyROD1m-PqynSwbMrnb5QyaKz5RHC7FZxpK6olTRFpHPs_mFNYyeZvvml_ABKO1sLfFBeAEAYgFxuXd-FagBi6AB-OJzSKoB6fMsQKoB-LYsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQKoB8LIsQLYBwDSCDYIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgiqgoCAgICACDoQgMADgICEgICUruADqIeAEEi9_cE6WKmmypKErJUDYAGaCTVodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ludGwvZW5fdWsvY2hyb21lL2RyL2Rvd25sb2FkL7EJTSXNCp4kARWACgPICwHgCwGADAGiDCViFwoVY29tLmdvb2dsZS5jaHJvbWUuaW9zagIKAHgBiAEBkAEBqg0CR0LIDQHiDRMIo4zLkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR96g0TCNiRzJKErJUDFRhS9ggdVhokfYgO____________AbgT5APYEwyIFAHQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAcC01QRIKOTcyMjA1OTY3NBgBshgJEgLeaBguIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBL8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvMkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR9EAEYASAAEgI5RvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSywEAEQoqgcUexQ2weNyFLq-PvVUKgUIjdaSELIfh9sITJrilg_NlOvATL-ZQgoFShyNbuTgWXeR1izWoUNrP1v8uu2KSuCqJLlwM2mFwz9Xq6CFi4OWN4gGm_Rxw9fLfAgY_vxYmU5j_-k1rxoGguGaGw3DG9s4kl6-ZcQMHzZWl5xaRfgyCdUdzjJR-852DydcFwcn0IDNo5y_9sgz3nnlGsYZyTfknajpRpj3-2d2CWwzO0DMCruoxXwPQjPWxgYLH26fgRDyZY_EtJxgB&sig=AOD64_3Pk66lFmmlCuCYjvz1RYAzEEovJw&client=ca-pub-5705527037882298&rf=1&nb=19&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5295.5087813DEMANDGEN/B34618049.435739224%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D628518597%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D246757563%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%24%7BGDPR%7D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%24%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1%3Bdc_pubid%3D8%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23338644166
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ct3Fm8ixCasSqDpik2fcP1rSQ6QehvfX_hwGq8c7iohWwkB8QASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCqABjpDcsSjIAQngAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT4Ak_QA12WLIFRQcG8eS3FQgdMuEUvG3UQ70fo-CG_kIfB_OeOQja6ZaDe_OrjOEBk4VsfTuPHA1b9CN9im07DBzzKNlQCYfdmnH-82_zaGiap6CYq4LRaDTka5Rz9HWVkkiPc3WBpOeru5M2bc4EHYGcYnT_JgFtOtbDvrZTWw0W0du1z6YMxojpLcXObD1kTPE_qeiU6nSq4L5D5qEg6_yIHLoQJKkVv9Ns89hO0aLJRqu0cUu6samg_vFT7Cue4BrLmnMcRQIHuGo6jB-TsCLkUzsOmGdMUz-AKXx98BK8aeid5M1yAfZkJuQoNodPVOYpnqfBPsYmBgmxBnL1PoMpyHnt9LhXEm9CJDGXFWYrLgMYYmZ0EW2tzVdBKiAIHCyVysKz_lOx24pxYnfltmmQ4Ezxxbu9-MLRCMZl1W0v5ukQA7_4gEDkm3YDB3yyROD1m-PqynSwbMrnb5QyaKz5RHC7FZxpK6olTRFpHPs_mFNYyeZvvml_ABKO1sLfFBeAEAYgFxuXd-FagBi6AB-OJzSKoB6fMsQKoB-LYsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQKoB8LIsQLYBwDSCDYIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgiqgoCAgICACDoQgMADgICEgICUruADqIeAEEi9_cE6WKmmypKErJUDYAGaCTVodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ludGwvZW5fdWsvY2hyb21lL2RyL2Rvd25sb2FkL7EJTSXNCp4kARWACgPICwHgCwGADAGiDCViFwoVY29tLmdvb2dsZS5jaHJvbWUuaW9zagIKAHgBiAEBkAEBqg0CR0LIDQHiDRMIo4zLkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR96g0TCNiRzJKErJUDFRhS9ggdVhokfYgO____________AbgT5APYEwyIFAHQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAcC01QRIKOTcyMjA1OTY3NBgBshgJEgLeaBguIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBL8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxOvMkoSslQMVGFL2CB1WGiR9EAEYASAAEgI5RvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSywEAEQoqgcUexQ2weNyFLq-PvVUKgUIjdaSELIfh9sITJrilg_NlOvATL-ZQgoFShyNbuTgWXeR1izWoUNrP1v8uu2KSuCqJLlwM2mFwz9Xq6CFi4OWN4gGm_Rxw9fLfAgY_vxYmU5j_-k1rxoGguGaGw3DG9s4kl6-ZcQMHzZWl5xaRfgyCdUdzjJR-852DydcFwcn0IDNo5y_9sgz3nnlGsYZyTfknajpRpj3-2d2CWwzO0DMCruoxXwPQjPWxgYLH26fgRDyZY_EtJxgB&sig=AOD64_3Pk66lFmmlCuCYjvz1RYAzEEovJw&client=ca-pub-5705527037882298&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5295.5087813DEMANDGEN/B34618049.435739224%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D628518597%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D246757563%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%24%7BGDPR%7D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%24%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1%3Bdc_pubid%3D8%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23338644166
https://unherd.com/tag/america-250/
https://unherd.com/tag/donald-trump/
https://unherd.com/tag/founding-fathers/
https://unherd.com/tag/politics/
https://unherd.com/tag/us/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://unherd.com/2026/06/size-mattered-for-the-founding-fathers/&source=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Size%20mattered%20for%20the%20Founding%20Fathers&url=https://unherd.com/2026/06/size-mattered-for-the-founding-fathers/&via=UnHerd&source=frlh
mailto:?subject=Size%20mattered%20for%20the%20Founding%20Fathers%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https://unherd.com/2026/06/size-mattered-for-the-founding-fathers/&source=newsroomindexfrmemail
https://unherd.com/author/andrea-wulf/
https://unherd.com/author/andrea-wulf/
https://unherd.com/
https://unherd.com/tag/politics/
https://unherd.com/tag/culture/
https://unherd.com/tag/science/
https://unherd.com/tag/faith/
https://unherd.com/tag/war/
https://unherd.com/tag/society/
https://unherd.com/tag/uk/
https://unherd.com/tag/US/
https://unherd.com/tag/europe/
https://unherd.com/subscribe/default-offer/?campaigndesc=default2026&tpcc=EOBKA00G

Size mattered for the Founding Fathers - UnHerd

prime
N

We're giving you

a free 30-day trial of Prime

Free delivery, award-winning TV,
exclusive deals, and aass

Only $14.99/month (plus tax) after trial

Start your free 30-day ti

That evening, he wrote a long letter to his estate manager,
instructing him to design a new garden filled with trees
and shrubs from the American forest. With the chaos of
cannons and blood looming, the commander-in-chief
thought of soaring white pines and tulip trees, alabaster
dogwood and stately red cedars. Only American native
species should be used, he insisted. As the young nation
faced its first military confrontation in the name of liberty,
Washington decided that Mount Vernon was to be an
American garden where English trees were not allowed to
claw their roots in the soil. It was Washington’s
horticultural declaration of independence.

This week, the United States celebrates its 250th birthday.
There will be flyovers, airshows, historical re-enactments,
military parades, concerts, exhibitions and street parties.
The Founding Fathers will be quoted, misinterpreted and
used for political gain — as they have been for decades. Yet
amid the celebrations, there is a very important aspect of
these men, in particular the first four presidents, that has
largely been forgotten: their love for the natural world.

As Washington’s letter so vividly implies, he grasped the
importance of nature for the country’s identity and future.
Certainly not everything the Founders did was great — not
least given their fields and gardens were tended and
cultivated by enslaved workers — but if American
conservatives wish to invoke their writings and legacy, they
might benefit from taking a broader view of their beliefs.

The Founding Fathers’ vegetable plots, ornamental plants,
landscapes and forests played a crucial role in America’s
struggle for national identity. Golden cornfields and
endless rows of cotton became symbols of America’s
economic independence from Britain; towering trees
became a reflection of a strong and vigorous nation; native
species were imbued with patriotism and proudly planted
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in gardens. Even political language drew on the natural
world: with the Tree of Liberty the most potent example.
Indeed, George Washington, John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson and James Madison all agreed that agriculture
should be the foundation of the new republic. In 1787,
Jefferson wrote that “our governments will remain
virtuous for many centuries; as long as they are chiefly
agricultural”, while Washington dreamed of an agrarian
society where “our Swords and Spears have given place to
the plough share and pruning hook”. Madison thought
agriculture the “surest basis of our national happiness,
dignity and independence”, quipping that they were

“worshippers of Ceres”, the Roman goddess of agriculture.

“There is a very important
aspect of these men, in
particular the first four
presidents, that has largely
been forgotten: their love for
the natural world.”

These were not abstract ideas; the Founders eagerly
experimented with crop rotation, soil improvement and
new farming methods. Jefferson famously designed the
mould board of a plough and with the help of his enslaved
workers grew 125 different varieties of fruit trees and 330
varieties of vegetables and herbs, constantly testing new
varieties. “The greatest service which can be rendered any
country,” he wrote, “is to add an useful plant to its culture.”
And today it is almost unimaginable that Washington
refused a third presidential term because he wished to
return to his fields and gardens. Most Americans expected
him to remain in office for life. Instead, he demurred,
longing for Mount Vernon’s fields and gardens.
Washington was also the first to collect farm dung in a
specifically designed building. They were all, in fact,
obsessed with manure. Adams experimented extensively,
mixing dung with mud, lime and seaweed — and when he
was the American minister in London, he even visited a
manure heap on the outskirts of the city. While other
diplomats rushed powdered and bejewelled through the
corridors of St James’s Palace, Adams carefully poked
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through the stinking pile and clearly didn’t mind the muck
on his hands. He noted its ingredients, and triumphantly
concluded that it was “not equal to mine”.

To modern readers, this might seem an odd obsession. But
it was key to a larger political vision. While agriculture
provided the livelihood for most Americans, the Founding
Fathers also believed that independent farmers with small
self-sufficient farms would be the guardians of liberty.
Seemingly mundane tasks such as collecting manure,
planting seeds, ploughing and improving soils were
therefore political acts and elemental parts of nation-
building. The more prosperous farmers there were,
Madison argued, “the more free, the more independent,

and the more happy must be the society itself”.

But there was a geopolitical element to their obsession with
nature, too — reaching beyond their shores and freighted
with the idea of national identity. Jefferson, in particular,
was motivated by this as he took umbrage against what was
known as the “degeneracy theory”. Most famously
advanced by the French naturalist Comte du Buffon, this
theory posited that the New World was inferior to the Old
World: American plants, animals and even people were
believed to be smaller, weaker and less vigorous than their
European counterparts.

They all “shrink and diminish under a niggardly sky &
unprolific land”, Buffon claimed. As these theories spread,
the natural world of the United States became a metaphor
for its political and cultural significance — or
insignificance — depending on your viewpoint. Jefferson,
naturally, was irked. And if size was Buffon’s measure of
superiority, then Jefferson reasoned he only needed to
prove that everything was larger and stronger in the New
World. He immersed himself in natural history books,
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collected measurements of American wildlife, and asked
correspondents across the country to provide data on the
largest specimens they could find.

As part of his campaign to debunk the idea of American
degeneracy, he arrived in Paris, in 1784, bearing an
“uncommonly large panther skin” in his luggage. He
likewise boasted to Buffon that the Scandinavian reindeer
“could walk under the belly of our moose” and eventually
arranged for an enormous moose from Vermont to be
shipped across the Atlantic to prove his point. America’s
flora and fauna were enlisted in a patriotic campaign to
demonstrate the strength of the republic. Later, as
president, Jefferson even briefly kept two live grizzly bears
on the grounds of the White House. Under the banner of
“the-bigger-the-better”, Jefferson used the size of animals
and trees to prove his point — perhaps the one measure of
greatness that President Trump would agree with. Yet
where Jefferson sought grandeur in forests, wildlife and
landscapes, Trump prefers monumental architecture, gold
leaf and spectacle.

SUGGESTED READING

California's woes were born in
England

BY LEIGHTON WOODHOUSE

Following the end of the War of Independence, in 1783, the
former colonies had to mature from being a war alliance to
being a united nation. The Constitution bound them
together politically and legally, but nature provided a
transcendent feeling of nationhood, a shared sense of
belonging. What previous generations had regarded as a
hostile wilderness gradually became an object of national
pride. The vast forests, expansive rivers and dramatic
mountains became expressions of a singularly American
character. The continent’s scale suggested strength and
possibility; its wildness was the embodiment of a nation
that had freed itself from the shackles of tyranny.
Landscape had a political value. And in 1791, Jefferson
asked the artist John Trumbull to paint Virginia’s Natural
Bridge, so that he could present “to the world this singular
landscape, which otherwise some bungling European will

misrepresent”.

The return of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark from
their expedition across the continent to the Pacific coast in
1806 reinforced these ideas. Primeval forests, vast plains,
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spectacular waterfalls — all became symbols of national
greatness. Americans were convinced that the Rockies
were more commanding than the Alps and that the
Potomac rivalled the Rhine. John Adams dismissed the
Thames as “but a rivulet” compared with the majestic
Hudson, while Abigail Adams believed that nature
possessed “greater magnificence and sublimity in America
than in any part of Europe™.

Besides, America’s landscapes were untainted by centuries
of monarchy and despotism. Where Europe’s antiquity
became associated with tyranny and corruption, the
American wilderness represented freedom and renewal.
Why should they admire “the temples which Roman
robbers have reared”, wrote the poet Charles Fenno
Hoffman, when America’s nature was untouched by the
blood of tyrants? This connection between patriotism and
nature remains visible in America’s national mythology.
The nation’s hearts are filled with pride as they sing the
songs of their beloved landscapes. As “America the
Beautiful” describes it: the “amber waves of grain, / For
purple mountain majesties / Above the fruited plain!” Or
“From the mountains, to the prairies, / To the oceans,
white with foam”, in “God Bless America”.

It is ironic, then, that the Trump administration, a fervent
advocate of bigger-is-better politics, is introducing
environmental policies which include major rollbacks of
federal regulations, withdrawal from the Paris Agreement,
and proposed draconian cuts to the National Park Service.
While Republicans frequently refer to the Founders in
defence of limited government or gun control, they rarely
acknowledge that one of them is also the forgotten father
of American environmentalism: James Madison. In 1818,
Madison delivered a widely published speech to the

Albemarle Agricultural Society, which places him at the
vanguard of American forest and soil conservation. In this
speech, Madison warned about the destructive effect of
deforestation and large-scale tobacco cultivation on the
environment, challenging the assumption that nature “can
be made subservient to the use of man”. At Montpelier, his
plantation in Virginia, he even protected a part of the
woodlands: the first American politician to preserve a
forest.

Though Madison’s speech is largely forgotten today, it
deserves recognition as one of the founding documents of
the United States. It offers a reminder, as America
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celebrates its 250th birthday, that the Founders’ vision
extended beyond political institutions and the
Constitution. They believed that the republic depended
not only on laws and liberty — but also on healthy soils,
productive farms, thriving forests, and a respect for the
natural world. Jefferson held this deeply, expressing it in a
letter to Madison in 1789. “The earth,” he wrote, “belongs

in usufruct to the living”. No generation possesses the right
to exhaust or permanently diminish what it has inherited,
and each receives the Earth from its predecessors and
holds it in trust for those who follow. “The dead have
neither powers nor rights over it”, Jefferson explained, “the
earth belongs to each of these generations, during its
course, fully, and in their own right. The 2d. generation
receives it clear of the debts and incumberances [sic] of the
1st. the 3d of the 2d. and so on.” It is an idea that resonates
as strongly today as it did at the founding of the republic,
whatever the sitting president might claim.

Andrea Wulf is a historian and author. Her latest book is The Traveller: The
Revolutionary Life of George Forster and His Search for Humanity.

X andrea wulf

https://unherd.com/2026/06/size-mattered-for-the-founding-fathers/

29/06/2026, 09:29

Page 7 of 8


https://trace-eu.mediago.io/ju/ic?tn=41b6e88a2b85b0e731ef8e73e5558712&trackingid=386f5bae2683769d3e069a6984aa2d6d&acid=22472&data=sLnRfSQT3yVyuZYIXme0Dt1qG9Frmf5cBEebeUwoFrmxcjKZlcgy53s3OV10CIbToHaCwtHXuWalNqKkFk-LExlQdFNz3LwBmX5FztDNAPtybNWqv3Scn2uZvkVgy-BLfGQKJgniQGtiGFePK-_VMBThloe57dsviqMJO5RVeuoF9AkHx200_eaOMhOsl6R3aq23ri6P9UxD7qlf7gxrSL4iVBdS5Vd14yxrse0AoJ4dcHA7bQF7EGTy3lpRY_U0cnJksa3XK3QxNA3YYPLyH00QAFLESvFtV11w0QdF408MpJci7ldwepZCWbjgp7niQRmJSa1wyqLDvHnTp65wsw1IqiYmAjUOG29yK4GJ70lbMX_Q5Lnc5Qvs8g3YuKj9beMVF1YQS67Ohneb2FYcbErNdxbY4b1xHFSK1RMLXvXHW_o_IuRjYhl-H-W874nCQMK70-IReQHLDrw9RyOAjtDwumrexZ1nrh5PmSVgZegbO5H5JEbOQQciAKi0M2AlsIgwx-XyKpjdbwtmfpsr5HEndvl3iNGkQfhI4Hz78x4zeCCseliDWkQ4xzUb--RBZ-IB2NvMp09eRDEss6GzfUaclMsoxPcRovZlxPFvsQLOnfER0mcTP47acHf5VPPjz9y8X9D4UYGKPSMt6NW1svVmNipgR7Ov0SfAioYDLtP5SwEz_6qX-_34v1vZO6HOdgDBHOlQCSDlbqhJalBWwboFKHpriLWtlp8a5LCmb-_cuvEPuN4i97k1cFmZUNJlXODhAyNQpTWqOqqF-9wUcCR63A0Wb-R7cEs49edfzkuG--dWNObKENMLYw8nARoCn4udcDOyNdy-f7NRLBHCYJ0Ey285U0xg1_aTWfkoH-UslrDtMriMXqtzAjfe2VnbRs7TuQcDuAPscfxEZ_pLmLywUbdmw48muMGYhn8xb3pZlixo2I7deALgxuwPj6lBilepjaXW1ThtaU4vqTvWYv4mSKMiIbPsQ3KcRF0DcDMxq3Dk29bpbGqZD6LWbWXW2HBWPtRkGglcfz6KaOATigd9IF9y0jzhZNUajls_MOuncPkva125kxj1O_7Ikj-kMM0DzOAFQKvgXkVwQ8TzNaUccMfzWLmeWSdapw9GI2r0gyVgrjPfuvkIwYaAtQakzXWbvR8NMbJ4tYo2u0nL4cnoYl8hc70iYWjPCKv3X4_BvhG4gf23xpCj6_wBfvf3D-koIZUogNZSkNNcr4IdoH2iJFGdhC3x1F6e6ZCv-DWlQRUX6yaYGQmzIq1A8VSlA3Xw9ozD-K2AAlYe8gnSN22ED-N1QcZpPt32yDXc7iyZbKhjG56QJ3FAKfuFsu4vTF9zNBnwy0he00TKANV_1FEAhBgCXqvSGwrHVLPIMg1LblwmD3DHl0EGuLrH4UJbd697GflXWNdh7n04XPnfzI53UvannJjNK2LZn1Ugz8Gn_3LV_h0eq2C2QEyTzY7VxV8iYJs3v5eGftGDbpqdk2WmtnPJhMdH8U69V-ZDqbXYmacbU7f4ROyDhXgTENCrT779Bn_picWp-mQ-5U9C7C_5T367vOkdOqh6J9md3u4WGX81GpSdOfRX-bYLblcO_Z-cUqWi5HZu2zKDYE_SPovGd2re6zwOHcpxIpA43Ahyhcb705Ie6QYo4LYBWQhE2Iyy1K5yqKjNRm7OAaMVnb8lu7fl6_OsSoMUo0b3jo4OMcZJNHggLXu2ddqwYfs7GzuIGY1mHXD8NF9z_-tgC1rLeiw60a2cTIzWlwLgDSxA-Z4Bu9oQImDjiJ_k0giEwlucxPj8oRBBiSoVAdcj2_LVqdWYsaIFkT3EySw3dv8eZQavuoDVcLvbbXpHKUT8ifUlin5GnvYuJC4S-tPEAwHoHH6foYx9M3GYn9Evk-dDyIbNVe5_Uv8yVYn-1Cyk0s0gUR5MuXFl8SbHjWNLpdvHQiOmaPkmiIxgAzsRA5_iEGaBiZsDA1u68pznlpYhutCN9XoXUj_giYW1mbBesOXpD1pk8CANXVhF1jVb9P8dax5WLYIcBz7gX1LbpoJvnfZ-Em_CMhkH65_ymsrSumpBlq7Loa2fwfTWk3jDnwj7cIe6ycjFg4S9gty3iGST7J_znhe7PmyTgle1-QyCyAxSIzOxZjFttz8NRtdN4QzWZcWGhJLT9MycX6LOhjCKEbeSxgZrOeip_UF3nYSgCPxE3oIRPLG0YbzICzDLpFeWwDrFgoGfX-FC32ahcXMi11Avvzy60A8baaHKHSX3lKTj68x9v3yAuWyKstWhdi4YAQDeKcWlJhmiEu_RxF0HxzQsgQUV1PR7QZ3oRFsZ8C_Sr_Blxra8ugcbm_hOfbTrR-6yDEjrajFGHmB5cDl9cHdRJSrO07_XryuNmVy4ToxSYiMl-Z5H0YVPJb9zOEuvEdQAXXxNox1ZdzAWWDRa&uid=9b979163-1907-4306-8699-da807dd3e573&mguid=&ap=0.202891&tid=72&gprice=JCevll92iDhiXb-KbAUVtPcJaE-N5m3XVxP-JUmVJgw&campaignid=5285500&c_sync=1&google_click_url=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC2Du7gyxCarL-HNC72fcP1Na_gQz577npc8D4-ezNEMCNtwEQASDG7tcUYLu-roPQCsgBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoE3gJP0IoFLWk9_4G6L1OhUI5jlgynR9WIBHIl5xNas-ZBDC7oQA84fS4eoTLtinEwX-zx7d9T0yWKI3OcsUiyaUdws7-pVWpAbqpJkveC688lHdE1AIt2JiALvM-Hg0T586XO16EQx3DRsV8u5u_ds76eIrYTeOitcOd64y4YCK5qMmt5wkdTTgvvjmo6nHFsj-r2MTtXb3ACAor8Y3bjLf7Qd-QuzSnbM-i2-Zh8X5r70vxgkB98pmkyWxZoJRN640WIBWks8HzFl0IDrI94MmavqQ_pRsoClhTbDA_BqiRanbB9X2VmynDmGdwk1fyBKKNFeRgi943mGxflGFNWdgLzwnV6ESuTmnZwGp_whoTXwN4PpE5jmTX2udXe9AiIezwkIvYcf9eylITo_nsWy44gdsIoElbd_k3DH0tqy5ZXyuA4VO0QZPCoB4GQEZcnBy3sEdmINTYxL078AoXVBOAEAYAG9omY7vbIv7MToAYhqAeT2LECqAeU2LECqAeV2LECqAemvhuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHrb6xAqgHv9OxAtgHANIIMwiA4YAQEAEyCKqCgICAgIAIOhCAwAOAgISAgJSu4AOoh4AQSL39wTpYtZbh3YOslQNgAPoLAggBgAwBqg0CR0LiDRMIlv3h3YOslQMV0F32CB1U6y_A6g0TCM2s492DrJUDFdBd9ggdVOsvwIgO____________AdAVAYAXAbIXEBgMKgo5NzIyMDU5Njc0UAGqGBcJLIcW2QS6A0ESCjk3MjIwNTk2NzQYAQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_2YL67fc0CRnbUPmp5NY4NPPXFmIw%26client%3Dca-pub-5705527037882298%26adurl%3D
https://cdn.mediago.io/js/officialWebsite/policy.html
https://www.colorado.edu/herbst/sites/default/files/attached-files/nov_2_-_constitution.pdf
http://twitter.com/andrea_wulf

